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CALL THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING TO ORDER 

Chairperson Orth called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM at District 2, Station 210.  

THOSE PRESENT:     GUESTS:  

Barry Orth, Chairperson   Jeannie Howell Z. Thomas 
Larry Howell, Commissioner  S. Harpel   
Steve Rouse, Commissioner  E. Fernandez 
Dennis Bates, Fire Chief   E. King 
Caren Wheeler, District Secretary  Z. France 

ABSENT: Todd Dormaier, Assistant Chief 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA: None.   

AGENDA AND MINUTES:             

• Approval of the Agenda for the Regular Board Meeting dated 11-17-2025. 

• Approval of the Regular Board Meeting Minutes dated 11-06-2025. 

Commissioner Howell moved to approve the agenda for the Regular Meeting dated  
November 17, 2025, and moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Board Meeting dated  
November 6, 2025. Commissioner Rouse seconded, and the motion passed.  

IMPORTANT DATES: 

• 11-27-2025, Holiday: Thanksgiving, Office Closed 

• 11-28-2025, Holiday: Thanksgiving Friday, Office Closed 

• 12-06-2025, B2 Christmas Party, 6:00 PM, STA 210 

• 12-08-2025, B2 Fire COMM Meeting, 4:00 PM, STA 210, Monday 

• 12-18-2025, B2 Fire COMM Meeting, 4:00 PM, STA 210, Thursday 

VOUCHERS:    
The following Vouchers are approved for payment from Fund 6821-101: 

Payroll Direct Deposit, in the amount of $73,992.80, 
Payroll Voucher, in the amount of $48,848.71, 
Bill Vouchers, in the amount of $45,590.11. 

Grand Total of $168,431.62 

Commissioner Rouse moved to approve and pay Payroll Direct Deposit, in the amount of 
$73,992.80, Payroll Vouchers in the amount of $48,848.71, and Bill Vouchers in the amount 
of $45,590.11; for a Grand Total of $168,431.62. Commissioner Howell seconded, and the 
motion passed. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: None. 

CITY OF BENTON CITY: None. 

CORRESPONDENCE: None. 
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FINANCIALS: Financials up through October 2025. 

FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT:  

• KB HS reached out. We were part of the Career Fair on the 14th of this month. I attended 

with the crew. It went very well; we were very well received and alerted many to the 

possibilities we have right here in our community and what our programs can do. We will 

also be attending a similar event on 12/3 that is more targeted to help families understand 

local options we have to offer. 

• Captain Guerin & Captain Reed are out for RTF instructor class much of this week. This is 

a TRT class and they will be able to teach our folks in the future. 

• Assessments and interviews were held on the 9th and 10 for the new FF/EMT position. A 

huge thank you to all that helped! It would not have been possible without our folks and the 

Honored friends and guests. I have 6 Chiefs interviews to complete tomorrow. The hope 

with all this is to hire the 1 current position and have them working by the end of December 

and to create a solid list we can use for the next year for our hiring needs. 

• We have 1 applicant that will be moving forward for the Medic testing. That will be on the 

20th. The others were either not qualified or did not turn in completed applications or did not 

comply with the instructions in some manner. 

• We will be testing shortly for Volunteers and Vol Residents. Date TBD but the plan is to 

have them in the door and work on task books at the end of January. 

• The recruits are nearing completion of Structure Academy. Live Fire is the 22nd and IFSAC 

Test 12/6. This will give us 8 new structure qualified folks. 

• The District Christmas party is set for 12/6. Official announcement to come shortly. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

• Asst Chief Dormaier/PIO – None. 

• Training (Cpt. Kale Guerin) – None. 

• Safety (Cpt. Mike Meyer) – None. 

• BCFPD#2 Association – None. 

• Conferences:  

o Leadership Conference, March 4-6, 2026, (Portland, OR) 
▪ Attending: Dormaier, Orth, Rouse 

NEW BUSINESS:  

• Will be reestablishing the Reserve Fund that was set back in 1985 for major equipment 
purchases, such as the upcoming boat. This is what the fund was originally established for. 
We will be able to move fund from the budget and “assign” those fund for specific projects. 
We received $70,000 from insurance for the damaged boat, and we need to allocate those 
funds to the new boat. This will also help with budgeting and public transparency. We are 



BENTON COUNTY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 2 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
MINUTES 

November 17, 2025 

Regular Board Meeting Minutes    Page 3 

 

 

working with the attorney to write the resolutions and will approve those by the end of this 
year.   

2026 BUDGET:  

• Adopt Resolution 2025-03, Resolution of Annual Fire Levy Budget for 2026. 
Commissioner Rouse moved to adopt Resolution 2025-03 Annual Fire Levy Budget for 
2026. Commissioner Howell seconded, and the motion passed. 

• Adopt Resolution 2025-04, Resolution of Annual EMS Levy Budget for 2026. 
Commissioner Rouse moved to adopt Resolution 2025-04 Annual EMS Levy Budget for 
2026. Commissioner Howell seconded, and the motion passed. 

• Adopt Levy Certification for 2026. 
Commissioner Rouse moved to adopt Levy Certification for 2026. Commissioner Howell 
seconded, and the motion passed. 

• Adopt Resolution 2025-06, Resolution of Annual Budget for 2026. 
Commissioner Rouse moved to adopt Resolution 2025-06 Annual Budget for 2026. 
Commissioner Howell seconded, and the motion passed. 

BVFF: None. 

PERSONNEL: None. 

AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING: None.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION: None.  

ADJOURNMENT:   

Commissioner Howell moved that the meeting be adjourned. Commissioner Rouse 
seconded. There being no further business, Chairperson Orth adjourned the meeting at 
4:27 PM. 
 
Attested on: December 8, 2025 

_______________/s/________________   _______________/s/________________   
CAREN WHEELER, DISTRICT SECRETARY   BARRY G. ORTH, CHAIRPERSON  

 

   ______________/s/_________________    
        LARRY D. HOWELL, COMMISSIONER 

 

  ______________/s/_________________    
        LEWIS S. ROUSE, COMMISSIONER 


